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Russian nuclear deterrence strategy during the Cold War
and beyond until the era of President Yeltsin and the
beginning of President Putin's presidency
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Abstract:

Contemporary events such as the invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022, by Russia
have sparked debates and discussions about nuclear weapons and their potential uses in
warfare, encompassing nuclear strategy, tactics, and doctrines. Russia's current nuclear
strategy is based on the nuclear strategies under the leadership of different leaders of
its predecessor state, the Soviet Union. This study aims to understand the evolution of
the Soviet Union's nuclear strategy and its continuation toward Russia's current
strategy. The nuclear strategy gained immense importance, particularly in the 1960s,
after the Soviet Union achieved nuclear parity with the United States, with both
countries possessing the capability to withstand a first strike and launch a second strike.
This led to the development of various flexible responses to attacks. These
developments resulted in reliance on nuclear weapons to compensate for weaknesses in
conventional forces. The study evaluates the reasons behind the changes in Russia's
nuclear strategy in the twenty-first century, examines the main factors influencing
Russia's nuclear strategy under President Vladimir Putin, and assesses the potential
geopolitical  implications of the current Russian nuclear  strategy.
Keywords: Russia, technology, nuclear, Soviet Union, strategy.
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